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of the law. I have just returned from a trip to Texas. Whilst there I passed through Brenham twice, and saw Captain Collins ; but neither from him nor from General Rej'-nolds, did I hear anything in regard to this subject, so far as I recollect.
There are numerous abuses of authority on the part of certain agents of the Bureau in Texas, and General Reynolds is already investigating some of them.
My intention is to confine the agents of the Bureau within their legitimate authority, so far as my power as district commander extends ; farther than that, it is not my intention or desire to interfere with the Freedmen's Bureau. I can say, however, that had the district commander a superior control over the freedmen's affairs in the district, the Bureau would be as useful, and would work more harmoniously, and be more in favor with the people. At present there is a clashing of authority. I simply mention the facts without desiring any such control.
The Reconstruction Acts charge district commanders with the duty of protecting all persons in their rights of person and property; and to this end authorize them to allow local civil tribunals to take jurisdiction of, and try offenders ; or if in their opinion necessary, to organize a military commission or tribunals for that purpose.
They are thus given control over all criminal proceedings for violation of the statute laws of the States, and for such other offences as are not by law made triable by the United States courts. The Reconstruction Acts exempt no class of persons from their operation, and the duty of protecting all persons in their rights of person and property, of necessity invests district commanders with control over the agents of the Bureau, to the extent of at least enabling them to restrain these agents from any interference with, or disregard of their prerogatives as district commanders.d agents under your direction, in the proper execution
